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TAGS: PDIP, PGOV, LS 

SUBJECT: SAG COMMENTS ON CUBAN MISSION TO LESOTHO 

REF: MASERU 1180 

1 . LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS REPORT THAT SAG MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE, P.W. BOTHA, COMMENTING ON THE REPORTS OF A 
CUBAN MISSION TO LESOTHO, SAID ON MAY 31 THAT WHILE 
CUBANS WERE IN AFRICA "WITH THE PURPOSE THEY HAD IN 
MIND. ..THERE CAN NEVER BE PEACE." HE ADDED THAT, "AS I 
HAVE NOT RECEIVED CONFIRMATION OF THE REAL REASON FOR 
THE CUBAN VISIT TO LESOTHO. ALL I AM PREPARED TO SAY AT 
THIS STAGE IS THAT ANY AFRICAN STATE THAT MAKES USE OF 
CUBAN AID PLAYS WITH FIRE." 
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2. SUBSEQUENT TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CUBAN VISIT 
AND A STATEMENT BY THE LESOTHO PRIME MINISTER THAT THE 
CUBAN MISSION HAD BEEN PEACEFUL AND NOT INTENDED TO SET 
UP MILITARY MISSIONS, FOREIGN MINISTER PIK BOTHA TOLD 
REPORTERS THAT HE EXPECTED NO FORMAL TIES BETWEEN 
LESOTHO AND CUBA AND DIDN'T WANT TO DICTATE TO SOUTH 
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AFRICA'S NEIGHBORS. ON THE OTHER HAND. BOTHA ADDED, 

IF THE DEEDS OF OTHER COUNTRIES THREATENED THE INTERESTS 
OF SOUTH AFRICA, IT WAS HER RIGHT TO MAKE HERSELF HEARD. 

3. COMMENT: P.W. BOTHA'S REMARKS CAME PRIOR TO ANY 
OFFICIAL LESOTHO REACTIONS ON THE CUBAN VISIT AND PIK 
BOTHA, IN LIGHT OF THE WAY THE GOL PLAYED THE EVENT, 

APPARENTLY INTENDED TO SOFTEN THE IMPACT OF HIS COLLEAGUE S 
PREVIOUS REMARKS. THE MESSAGE, HOWEVER, DID NOT CHANGE, 

I.E., THAT THE GOL CAN PLAY ITS "TOUGH GUY" STANCE ONLY 
SO FAR AND THAT SOUTH AFRICA WILL PROTECT ITS OWN 
PERCEIVED INTERESTS VIS-A-VIS ITS NEIGHBORS. 

EDMONDSON 
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